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make even the first edition the most serviceable textbook on the sub- 
ject in the English language. At present it must be regarded as an 
indispensable adjunct to the teacher's equipment rather than as an 
instrument for awakening the interest of the beginner in medieval 
history and guiding him to a mastery of the subject. 

Harry E. Barnes. 
Columbia University. 

The Fight for the Republic in China. By B. L. PUTNAM 
Weale. New York, Dodd, Mead and Company, 1917. — xiii, 
490 pp. 

The number of Europeans who possess an intimate personal 
knowledge of recent conditions in China, who can speak Chinese flu- 
ently, and hence are free from dependence on the dubious service of 
interpreters and from sole reliance on official and unofficial literature 
of European provenance, is extremely small. Bertram Lenox Simp- 
son, known by his nom-de-plume of " Putnam Weale," is one of the 
few who enjoy these advantages. Moreover, he wields a singularly 
facile pen. No other author has turned out so larg a collection of 
works on the kaleidoscopic phases of the situation in China develop- 
ing since the Boxer insurrection. A journalist by profession, at one 
time an official in the Chinese customs service, a keen observer of 
events and tendencies, he reveals in his books a grasp of the main 
issues which is quite extraordinary. Though a bit slip-shod in his 
citation of facts, not over precise in the use of his mother tongue, 
inclined to be dogmatic and to indulge in sweeping generaliza- 
tions, and because of his ease of composition and zest for publication 
disposed to make even specific statements that a careful scholar might 
not be willing to sponsor, he is capable nevertheless of enlisting 
attention at the outset and of holding it to the end. Current ideas, 
to be sure, about the modesty that should " hedge about " an author 
receive something of a shock, when the preface to the present volume 
starts off with an assertion that the work " tells everything that the 
student or the casual reader needs to know about the Chinese Ques- 
tion " ; but one can afford to make due allowance for so candid an 
expression of confidence by Mr. Weale in his knowledge of the subject. 

Neither too exhaustive nor too condensed in treatment, the work 
describes the intricate course of Chinese affairs during the past five 
years in a manner that gives an unusually clear insight into the mazes 
of Far Eastern politics and mentalities. How rapid, indeed, is the 
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occurrence of events may be shown from the fact that since the book 
was published the arguments that Mr. Weale makes on behalf of 
strengthening the financial situation in China have been upheld by 
the action of the Allies in agreeing to postpone for five years the 
payment of the Boxer indemnity. So, too, his picture of "the famous, 
or infamous, General Chang Hsun, the leading reactionary of China 
today, who still commands a force of 30,000 men astride the Pukow 
Railway," has already become antiquated since that worthy's fiasco 
of an attempt at putting the boy emperor on the throne at Peking 
and his subsequent flight for refuge to the Dutch legation. More 
than a description, the text lays bare the astounding and deplorable 
ignorance about China that is characteristic of Europeans — not only 
of those who have never visited the country, but of those who are 
actually resident in it, including both diplomats and foreign " ad- 
visers." It makes plain how the failure, aided and abetted by Euro- 
pean counsel and connivance, to afford the provisional constitution a 
fair trial under governmental forms was responsible in largest meas- 
ure for the ills that have befallen the country. On the other hand, 
the work is an Object-lesson to folk who regard the land of Confu- 
cius as a huge helpless welter, out of which Japan alone can bring 
forth law, order and progress. It refutes the supposition that the 
internal commotion, added to the injurious consequences of the Euro- 
pean war, has led China to the verge of bankruptcy, and points out 
that, relatively speaking, it is, instead, one of the most debt-free 
lands on earth. Finally, Mr. Weale's message helps to dispel prev- 
alent notions about national petrifaction, summed up in the term 
" Chinafy." To the conviction held by China's friends and well- 
wishers abroad, that great days of modernity will replace cycles of 
Cathay, it imparts hope. 

Though the story of the rise and fall of Yuan Shih-kai, of the 
sinister role played by Japan, and of the civil struggles that have 
made military rule imperative, is the central theme, the accompany- 
ing study of the conflicting types of Japanese and Chinese minds, of 
the curious mingling of the Oriental and the Occidental in spirit 
and manifestation, is particularly valuable and interesting. This is 
brought out, not only in the text proper, but in the numerous docu- 
ments intercalated here and supplied also in the elaborate appendices 
to the volume. Over against Japanese thought, that outwardly views 
and handles political problems in European fashion and that in- 
wardly is imbued with theocratic concepts suggestive of the Middle 
Ages, are set two contrasting forms of Chinese mentality — the one, 
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reactionary or corrupt, naively dishonest and flagrantly weak; the 
other, progressive and straightforward, fearlessly patriotic, shrewdly 
cognizant of the best and of the worst in foreign ideas and institu- 
tions, and keenly aware of what must be taken over and what re- 
jected. How greatly the voice of men of recognized intellect sways 
the people of China is exemplified especially in the case of Liang 
Ch'i-chao, a scholar unacquainted with any European language and 
yet the master of a fund of knowledge of the world's history seldom 
surpassed by his contemporaries in other lands, who published a 
series of pamphlets replete with all the incisive obliquity in which 
the Chinese delight, and which more than any single agency caused 
the downfall of Yuan Shih-kai. 

Among the features of the book which seem to call for further 
comment are the statements made about the policy of Japan and 
about the responsibility of Dr. Frank Johnson Goodnow, in his capac- 
ity of American adviser on constitutional law, for the fate of the 
dictator-usurper. No portion of the text is more dramatic — almost 
to the point of being " stagey " — than the chapter telling of the 
origin of the famous " Twenty-one Demands." Here and elsewhere 
Mr. Weale declares that the real object at which Japan aims is, not 
the creation of an Asiatic Monroe Doctrine, but the elaboration of a 
" Doctrine of Maximum Pressure," to be applied to China on every 
available occasion for the political and economic benefit of the in- 
sular nation that fain would be in the Pacific what Great Britain has 
been in the Atlantic. How utterly undesirable the attainment of 
such an ambition on the part of a military autocracy, medieval in 
spirit and modern merely in externals, would be, is clear from the 
author's frank opinion, as an Englishman, that " it is every whit as 
important for the peace of the world that the people of Japan should 
govern themselves as it is for the people of Germany to do so " (page 
78). He goes so far, in fact, as to assert that, in order to restore a 
proper balance of power in eastern Asia, Korea should be reestab- 
lished in something like its former position of autonomy. To his 
mind, it bears much the same relation to the stability of Asia as 
Poland does to that of Europe. 

While fair and even generous in his allusions to American policies, 
Mr. Weale is distinctly belligerent in his attitude toward Dr. Good- 
now. If the latter is rightfully chargeable with the kind of " ad- 
vice " that he is alleged to have given Yuan Shih-kai, the strictures 
passed upon him, it must be admitted, do not seem easily refutable. 
Assuming the substantial accuracy of the English translation of the 
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Chinese version of the English original of the " Goodnow Memoran- 
dum" (page 175 et seq.), which, it is asserted, led the way to the 
great Chinaman's attempt at seizing the imperial yellow, the reader 
certainly does find strange misconceptions in it of English and 
Spanish- American history in its applicability to Chinese conditions. 
The sneers that Mr. Weale flings at the American jurist, however, are 
quite unbecoming, as is also the gratuitous statement (page 66, 
note), which he takes apparent pleasure in repeating (page 174, 
note), that " Dr. Goodnow carried out all his constitutional studies 
in Germany, specializing in that department known as administrative 
law, which has no place, fortunately, in Anglo-Saxon conceptions of 
the state." Both as to its geography and as to its political science, 
the statement is erroneous. The country in question was France — a 
land in which droit administratif is as powerful on its side of the 
line as Verwcdtungsrecht is on the other. Administrative law, 
doubtless, has no place in Anglo-Saxon conceptions of the state, but 
it has an increasingly prominent one in the Anglo-Saxon conception 
and operation of government. 

William R. Shepherd. 

Young India: An Interpretation and a History of the National- 
ist Movement from Within. By Lajpat Rai. New York, B. W. 
Huebsch, 1917. — xliv, 257 pp. 

England's Debt to India: A Historical Narrative of Britain's 
Fiscal Policy in India. By Lajpat Rai. New York, B. W. 
Huebsch, 1917. — xxx, 364 pp. 

In the preface to an earlier work by the present author, alluding 
to certain social, educational and religious movements among the In- 
dians in recent years, Sidney Webb speaks of the " perplexity of the 
average unimaginative and somewhat ' unspiritual ' British official, 
who cannot understand ' what it is these people are after.' " Doubt- 
less the same puzzled state of mind is found among many other folk 
of European stock who wonder what " Indian unrest " is, and what 
it means. An explanation of the phenomenon is furnished in these 
two volumes. One discusses British rule from a political standpoint ; 
the other views it from an economic angle. While not representing 
the ideas of the ultra-radical group of Indians who would oust for- 
eign control by a resort to violence, their spirit is sharply, and at 
times bitterly, critical, and vehemently insistent upon the adoption 



